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By Chrlstopher Campbell

heysay what happens in Veqgas, stays.in Vegax Wher it comes 1.

the SEMA show however, nothing could be further frofn the tnith.

EBvery year in early Noveinber, the Specialty Equipmer! Market
Association (SEMA) holds its annual trade show in Las Vegasat the Las
Voegas Convention Centei—the crossroadswhen it comes o all things
perforance and antomolive afiermarket. Yendors, buyers, and anionia-
tive media ocamy this jewel in the desert for an entire week, catching
1p on shat's hot for the coming year. fo shiow off then wares, companics
entice the bestcar inlders wiili the most ¢reative chops io display thei
masipipicces nnder the spoilight. s indeed aspeciacte fike no other,
and in spite of SEMA being a trade-only affai, you can't blame s oi

“Photography by Robert Mcéafﬂn & Johnny Hunkms

St
Lead photo by Wes Allison™s.

dnyone elsé for teliing the worI(I. Nope. lhe secreis‘o( SERA are 110t
stayin'in Vegas!

Right smack clab in this lrifecta of manufachirers, retailers, and media
is & richly diverse group of cars and builders—many of theim who
specialize in crafting classic nuiscle machinery. Competition {or the
linited floor space s ficice, particutarly in “hot 1od alley,” and shops
negotiate with vendois dlf year fong (o secuie one of those clusive spots.
Yo can betyoni bottom dollar that il a canis displayed oii the SEMA
floortis either the brstof its breed or amique aniniahinio iself.

Winle lngh-profite national can shiows certainly aiiaci their share of
top cars, none of tiein can gnite cqual the alhne and prestige of being
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in the SErMA show. As hiilders try to onitdo each other
—as well as their own attempls fiom previons yea s—it
supercharges the evolition of the bread. Where it comes to
einerging cai-brilding trends, the SEMA show floor has no eqial
in thix car show wsorld. [Uis the place where neve hot rodding ideas are born,
eatized. and refined.
These 15 cars {as well as those fornd ity The Best of the Rest™ on p. 46) repiesent
thizbest of what you'lt be seeing on the cireuit w2013, and we found them all on the SEMA
floor. Some are efinements or combinations of existing build styles, whil: others stiike
ont on thei owin. Some have styles thot will florrish and matiie, while others will be
a Hashiin the pan. Albof these cars, however, are woithy of being called thebest of 2013




“BAD BIRD”

1970 Plymouth Road Runner

]
BUILDER: Rooster’s Rod Shop
TREND: High-end garage projects
Historically, garage builds instantly Indicated that the car was a more basic and
budget-orlented project that you wouldn’t expect to find entered into shows
competing with the big boys from big-name shops. Those days are quickly fading
away. When Bob Bertelsen’s gorgeous ‘71 Camaro entered in our Muscle Car of the
Year competition (as well as his previous Firebird known as Code Red) that was the
first time we remember thinking the distinction had officially been dissolved. Now
what we're seeing Is an evolution of that inte super high-end father/son garage
builds. The stated mission of this candy red ‘70 Plymouth Road Runner from Dennis
Rostenbach was to “...allow me to work closely with my 9-year-oid son and to
pass on the knowledge that | have learned over the years.” There was no cheating
elther; Rostenbach wanted to show his son that he could learn to do everything
end-to-end, so the entire car, including chassis, driveline, paint and body, and
interior was completed by the two of them. We can’t Imagine a better bonding or
learning experience for a young, budding hot rodder. The finished Road Runner was
not only on display at SEMA with the best of the best, it caught our eye as one of
our favorite cars of the show. That's saylng quite a bit considering the hundreds of
cars we spent the week salivating over.

BY THE NUMBERS
Engine:...6.1L Gen lil Hemi with an imagine Injection system
ed by a FAST XFi ECU, 550 hp |

.4L60E with bellhousing adapter
to fit behind the Hemi

Rearend:..... Ford 9-Inch with 4.10 gears

Suspension/Chassis: Reilly Motorsports AlterKation suspen- - ;
sion with 1¥se-Inch sway bar and > = “Rostenbach wanted
with Viking double-adjustable shocks in front, |
Relity Motorsports Street Lynx triangulated : \ : to Show his son that he
four-link rear with Viking double-adjustabie £ -
foupleadustanic | ; 4 could learn to do every
Wilwood disc, front and rear | . Py thing end-to-end, so the
Wheels & Tires: .. .. 17x8 and 10x10.5 Foose Knights with | P
245/45R17 and 295/45R18 Nitto tires | b Lo entire car ... was coTpIeted
COtact: ... Rooster's Rod Shop; 864-487-2238 o RE— by the two of them.
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